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$COTS REVIEW. 


| PREFACE, by the Boox62ek. 


HE deſign of this Review is to calm the 
| minds of many thouſand good Chriſti. 
ans, who have been greatly alarmed with 


a hue and cry of the progreſs of infidelity and 
ſcepticiſm. Beſide this, the people of Scotland 


have been reduced of late to great poverty, by a 
variety of unlucky incidents: — no leſs than four 
hundred and thirty ſchemes have been publiſhed 
for the relief of the poor, who ftill increaſe in 
their numbers; which would not be the caſe, if 
rich people did appropriate that money to real 
charity which they ſpend in buying uſeleſs books, 


which is cbarity only to the moths and worms 
who feed on ſuch ſtuff. The firft Scots author 


who ſhall paſs under our review, is that great 
necromancer and magician DavipD Hume; Eſq; 


both becauſe he has been the cauſe of many uſe - 


leſs books being publiſhed, and becauſe all the 


writings againſt him have brought ſome empty 
Fame, and more ſolid pudding, to the authors, 
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THE next in review will be theſe 8 who. 


have waged an holy war againft the arch-infidel, 
an account of whom is ſubjoined. 
1, Mr. RoBENT TRAIL, miniſter at Banff, 
publiſhed a ſpnodical ſermon againſt Mr. Hu uE: 
his reward has been a doctor's degree, and the 
**. of divinity at Glaſgow. 


2. Mr. Thomas Rep publiſhed a very inge | 


nious bobk againſt Mr. HUME: —he is a doctor, 


and FOR of ny a at ae i 


ay Nr: 838 Ca MPBELL publiſhed a book 
againſt Mr. Hune's Eſſay on Miracles, in which 
Be demonſtrates, that if any man can prove, by 
two or more credihle witneſſes, that he carried 
Arthur's Seat upon his back from Edinburgh to 
Aberdeen, ergo, he did ſo truly and really.— As 
a reward of this ingenious argument, which all 


the lawyers hold to be unanſwerable, he is both 


| principal and profeſſor in the . nee: at 
an. | | 


* Mr. ALEXANDER GERARD, putting him- : 


elf in place of Deity, which is no unuſual thing 


for a profeſſor of divinity, has proved in a book, 
that although infinite power, wiſdom, and good- 


neſs, might have given ſuch clear evidence of the 
truth of any revelation that no man could doubt 
of it, yet it was more agreeable to theſe attributes 


to give ſuch weak evidence as not to convince or 


convert a thirtieth part of this globe. It may be 
Me ſaid, 


> — 


dt ad cr repre 


0 
faid, that 'this ingenious argument proves the 
ſure divineſhip of polemical divinity with a wit- 
neſs; but as this argument may be liable to ſome 
objections, the author has very wiſely ſuperadded 
ſome ſtrictures of Mr. Huux's writings. He is 
a doctor and profeſſor of * in che Ong = 
allege at Aberdeen. | 

5. Mr. . BALToVR wrote a book againſt. 
the {aid Mr. Hume, which, but for us, would be 
forgot, although immediately after its publication: 
he was made profeſſor of moral philoſophy, and, 


ſince that time, profeſſor of the law of nature 


and nations in the univerfity of Edinburgh. Ir 
may be doubted whether or not moral philoſophy 
has for its end the training of youth for public 
life, and teaching them to act with dignity and 


propriety as men and citizens: we would rather 


adhere to the opinion of thoſe, who think that it : 
conſiſts in teaching youth the arts of controver- 


ſy, wrangling, and debate. We do not there- 


fore heſitate; in caſe of any future vacancy in 
this claſs, to recommend to the magiſtrates of 


Edinburgh the Reverend Pr. JAMES BGAT TIE, 


as the deſt alien deen we know. 


ry Dr. Dr M'QpęEN has wrote a book 
againit Mr. HuMeE's: hiſtory, by which It ap- 
pears that he has read the Roman ritual, and 
underſtands. Greek ; but the great ornament of 
this unjuſtly forgotten performance is an elo- 


quent addreſs to Mr. Hume's conſcience, the 
flame, mutatis mutandis, which, as miniſter of 
Sticliog, he uſed to deliver to the unhappy con- 


A 2 | vicks 
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victs at the place of execution, We don't infer 
from this, that the author thinks Mr. Hume. a 
combuſtible heretic ; we would only inſinuate, 
that the author would have been an excellent 
ordinary of Newgate, if he had not been better 
provided in beiog a doctor, a miniſter of Edin- 
burgh, and a candidate of merit for any other 


_ eccleſiaſtical preferment. 


7. Dr. Rze1D broached the opinion of judging 
of philoſophical matters by common ſenſe. In 
the church a champion aroſe, and publiſhed an 
appeal to common ſenſe on behalf of religion; ; 
but of what ſyſtem of religion he has not in- 
formed us. Indeed, his arguments will ſerve all 
equally- well. Prieſts, of all denominations, are 
much obliged to this truly illuminated author, as 


his book contains a defence of all the religions 


that ever were, or will be in the world. His 
enemies ſay, that it pleaſed the late primate of 
Canterbury i in his old age, and fooliſhly adduce 
Dr. Secker's letter on behalf of this n As 2 
proof. of the Tony of his py; | 


8. Mr. Hume, according to common. fame, 
did, moſt unhappily for himſelf, expreſs an un- 
favourable opinion of Mr, Jamts BeaTTIE's 
poetical talents, This cenſure provoked Mr. 


BEATTIE to ſhow the world that he really and 


truly was one of the irritable tribe, ſo that piety 
and rage produced his famous Eflay on the Na- 


ture and Immutability of Truth. In this preci- 
ous morſel of controverſy, the author advances 


many uncommon truths; for inſtance, he ad- 


bk 
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miis that Mr. Hume is a good hiftorian; but; in; 


the ſame breath, aſſures us, that he is lamenta- 


bly ignorant of | human nature: beſides, 'he- 
treats his antagoniſt with an aſperity, ſame call 
it ſcurrility, which is not very decent, and 
ſurely not very neceſſary in an advocate for” 
truth: But, in the laſt edition of this work, he 
has given us a vindication af this ſcurrility; he 
has bad many deep divines of his opinion, and 
his viadication is of the ſame kind as the Epiſco- 


palian ſtory of the Preſbyterian miniſters, Who 


excommunicated the great Montroſe : They faid, 
that they only followed the example of the 
Pfalmiſt David, who was the friend of the Lord, 
and uſed to curſe: the enemies of the Lord, in 
the name of the Lord. But, without entering 


at preſent imo the merits of this, or any: other 


work, we caonot help obſerving, that the great 
rewards, conferred on the author, are am incon- 
teſtible proof of the prevailing ſpirit of piety in 
our age and nation. Since the days of Leo the 
tenth, there has not been a more glorious ſpec-- 


tacle than lately at Oxford, when Dr. BEAT TIE 


was honoured with the degree of L. L. D.; 
chancellors, vice - chancellors, ftewards, biſhops, 
deans; doctors, proctors, fellows, ſtudents, gra- 
Quares, under - graduates, men, women and child 
ren, all met on that glorious day, to do honour 
to the redoubted conqueror of Mr. Hume. It 

is (rue, he has not been made a biſhop, or a 
dean, for great preferment blunts all genius; but 


he has got a penſion of L. 200 ſterl. for life, be- 
_ fides the honour of his. degree This penſion is 


og 1 „ a ſure 
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ſure figr of the piety of our moſt gracious ſo- | 


vereign, and his philoſopbical- miniſters, and is 
no bad ſpecimen of their taſte in literature, 
Since this time of preferment Dr. BAT TIE has 
returned to his favourite ſtudy of poetry, and 
has obliged the world with two odes, or ſongs,. 
publiſhed in the Edinburgh Review, and ufer - 
ed in with a panegyric, by which it appears, that 
theſe gentlemen are bleſſed with very long cars. 


In theſe ſongs there is a remarkable regard to 


truth, for they confirm the truth of Mr. Hume's: 
unlucky cenfure of the Poctor's poetry, but 
they contain a very ſevere ſatire againſt the uni - 
verſity of Oxford, though by no means nn 
ed by the COR ie ES, 


os Tune | i is the third Scots writer in 


order, who appeals io common ſenſe. Perhaps, 
there is no phraſe in the Engliſh language whoſe 


meaning is leſs fixed or aſcertained. If by this 


expreſſion, they mean the ſenſe of the vulgar in 
religion, philoſophy, and truth, few people 
converſant in hiſtory will refuſe, - that the vulgar 


are the judges in the firſt of theſe three capital 


articles, and from their ſentence there lies no ap- 
peal. The ſyſtems of religion, eſtabliſned by 
-the common ſenſe of theſe ſages, differ in many 


articles among different nations ; ſo that we are 


juſt where we were before thoſe advocates for 
the vulgar began to write : and, after our deep- 


eſt reſearches, we can find no philoſophy. or 


truth diſcovered by the vulgar, except the black 
"art, witcheraft, * fairy- pbiloſophy, the truth 


of 


a>S ud 8_- aw Q 8 . 
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EP 

of omens, dreams, enchantments, the prejudices 
of education. and ſome prudential proverbs; of: 
theſe laſt truths Sancho Pancho is the greateſb 
maſter we know, and may be juidy placed at 

the head of this nenn | EA 
S . J 
A GENTLEMAN, epa in un. undertaking, 
who has travelled over a great part of the world, 
ſays, that in every country common ſenſe ſigni- 
fies an obſervance of eſtabliſhed faith and laws, 
and an adherence to the manners, cuſtoms; 


dreſs, and language of the country. The po- 


lite Greeks and Romans called every people who 


__ differed from them in theſe particulars: Barbari- 
aus, which was as much. as to ſay, they wanted 


common ſenſe ; ſo the Chineſe; Tartars, Hot- 


tentots; and other nations, think and talk with 
contem̃pt of all whoſe cuſtoms differ from their 


own. The vulgar people of this iſland thought 


the parliament wanted common ſenſe, when 


they abrogated the acts agaioſt witchcraft, and 
the Scots Highlanders ſaid the ſame when their 


dreſs was prohibited, and ſo did the Nonjurors, 


when their religious meetings were reſtrained. 
In the courſe of this gentleman's travels, many 


attempts were made to induce him to change his 


religion, but in vain; for when he told a Papiſt 
that he did not believe in traoſubſtantiation, he 


replied, that he wanted common ſenſe, and there 


the controverſy ended. A Turk aſked him whe- 


ther he believed that Mahomet was the prophet 
of God, and being anſwered in the negative, 
Thou uncircumciſed dog, ſaid he, if thou waſt 


not 


AS) "oe 
not a fool, deprived of common ſenfe, I would: 
inſtantly ſend thee to hell- Go, and never ſee me- 
In. ſhort, this gentleman is of opinion, that 
theſe authors have done more harm to philoſo- 
phy, religion, and truth, by this argument, than- 
any ſceptie has ever done; for philoſophers of. 
this caſt leave men to reaſon, nature, experi- 
ence, and probability, which are not bad guides 


ſo far as they go: nay, he even ſuſpects the hoſj- 


tile intentions of theſe common · ſenſe philoſo- 


phers, againſt the three glorious goddeſſes whom 


they pretend to adore; but in this we beg leave 
to differ from him. The publie will expect, and 


they ſhall not be diſappointed, that the firſt num - 


ber of the Scots Review will contain a criticiſm 
of Mr. HuME's works: We have emplo;zed for 


this a young zealous advocate for eccleſiaſtical 


preferment, who will not ſpare him, and who is 
too proud to defire him to correct his ſtyle. A. 
conſiderable portion of the ſpirit of St. Dominic 
has deſcended on this divine, as well as on the 
Right Rev. Dr. W. and on the Res. De. B., and 
he is-confident that his reward will be a deanery; 
or three hundred a-year for life: ſuch penſions 
are wiſely given, and are the moſt ſevere anſwers 
Mr. Hume has met with, But our travelling 


gentleman ſays, that ſceptics are only to be pitied 


for their doubts and darkneſs; that profeſſed in - 


fidels are bad citizens; and that thoſe who enter 


into controverſy with them are not much better, 


becauſe, without their anſwers, their antagoniſts 
a books 


3 


books would fink into oblivion; witneſs Lord 


Bolingbroke's Philoſophical Works, and the 
Treatiſe of Human Nature. Our friend bas 
travelled over all Scotland, and found only eight 
copies of the laſt book, and thoſe in the cuſtody 
of as many divines, who either had wrote, or 
were writing anſwers to it: he found many co- 
pies of Mr. HumE's eſſays, but not much ſpoil - 


ed by frequent reading; and ſtill more of his 


hiſtory, all of which were the worſe for the 
wearing. Being a political arithmetician, he took - 
the exact number of all the freethinkers in cot- 
land, and they amount to ſix hundred three ſcore 
and fix in integer numbers, beſides an infinite 
number of {mall fractions, which cannot be rec- 


koned on, as they vaniſh along with the pride of 


wealth, the boldneſs of yauth, and the infolence - 
of health, and are totally annihilated by fickneſs, 
marriage, poverty, and age. The reſt of the 
people in Scotland, amounting to a million and 
an half, are all good believers, of various hues 


and denominations. He is ready to make a judi- 
_ cial declaration of the truth of. this calculation, 


before the General Aſſembly, or the Society for 
propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, on being aſ- 


| ſured of a competent reward, as he had not the 


honour. of being employed by either of theſe 
reſpectable bodies in this ſurvey. The reſult of 
his obſervations muſt be very quieting to many 
pious Chriſtians, whoſe ſleep has been ſo fre- 


quently diſturbed by polemical authors, ſound- 


iog falſe alarms of the OY of e — | 
e ; ; 


Inne 


1 

INDEED his diſcoveries will be of the greateſt 
national benefit; for it conſiſts with our know- 
ledge, that the late frequent failures in trade and 


of mortality, have been in a great meaſure ow- 
ing to theſe falſe alarms: beſides, they will give 
our rulers a true chart of the ſtate of religion in 
this country. It is therefore to be hoped, that 
ſome perſon of public ſtation: will mark down 


- keilavine,. and recommend him to men in power 
to reward him. A cool hundred n _—_ 
is * leaſt they can. * 2 * N 


1 0 not only thoſe whoſe atovince it is to FAY 

fend temples and holy things againſt the impo · 
tent attacks of ſceptics, have drawn their pens a- 
gainſt Mr. HuuR; two learned and venerable 
judges have attacked him in their philoſophical 


appearance by enchantment; the firſt of theſo 
fages accounts for. every thing by delufion, and. 
_ the laſt employs the categories for the ſame pur- 
write for the public good, we ſhall defer what 


ture ee 


PO GREAT aw oHe our. n publiched 
| we years ago a ſhort ſyſtem. of eccleſiaſtical 
polity, which neither the civil nor eccleſiaſtical. 


* 4 


manufactures, and the great increaſe of the bills 


the name of this ſage in his pocket-book with a 


Don QuvixoTTE accounted for every ſtrange 


poſe: but as they are both ſtill continuing 10 


we have to ſay of their ors merit till fore fu- 


G81 2:1 | wildom: 
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3 . | 
wiſdom of this country have thought proper tb 
adopt, but treated it as a devout imagination. 


A review of this work ſhall appear in our firſt 


number, with an elegant engraving of the houſe 


which this pious lawyer built, ſome ſay in imita- 


tion of a temple, while others. affirm, from the 
dulneſs and heavineſs of the plan, that it was de- 


| ſigned as a place of entertainment to his gloomy 


aſſociates. One of theſe aſſociates has lately 


publiſhed a law- book concerning elections and 


electors of parliament, which has been ſeverely 
cenſured by the Edinburgh Reviewers. We 


think good-nature the firſt qualificarion of a 


critic, and muſt lament chat Scots people, whe- 
ther in actual or literary war, are too prone to 
take the advantage of the weak or blind ſide of 
their adverſary. We are ſorry for this author, as 
the defects of his performance are owing to thoſe 
of his perſon, which, we are told, were occa- 
ſioned by paying his devotions in a church rather 
too warm. We ſhall delay our review of his 
performance till the general election is over, and 


ſhall give an elegant print of this unlucky re- 
former at full length, as a memento io other ru- 


ling elders, who may be debiliated in a worſe 
cauſe. We have been long warmly ſolicited by 
the friends of LAEZARus to undertake his cauſe. 
It ſeems that a raſcally unbelieving Jew, who was 
his heir at law, fee'd an eminent Scots lawyer to 
try his good uncle before the Court of Seſſion; 
this heir had entered upon the eſtate in due form, 


after his uncle's burial, and would not reſtore it 
after his reſurrection:— the unhappy old man 


Foe loſt 
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loſt his cauſe before the Lord Ordinary and the 
fifteen Lords, by the Scots law ; but he. infiſts 
that he was an Hebrew Jew, and not amenable 
to our laws. We think his caſe altogether as 


hard as that of the Indian king, who was tried 


and condemned by the Spaniſh and canon law. 
It is true, the eſtate conſiſts only of a cot-houſe 


and a kaill:yard ; but if that ſame Scots lawyer 


does not reſtore it to him betwixt and Lammas 
next, we ſhall exhibit a print of him as the au- 
thor of the Keekiad, peeping into Lazarus's 


grave. Doctor LacuLan TavLor's prophe- 


tic writings ſhall'be reviewed in due time, but 
not till the Turks and Ruſſians ſhall have ſettled 
ſome material -points by the dint of the ſword. 
As we wiſh with all our hearts the downfal of 

-Mahomet, we are inclined to pardon the miſtake 
of a king for a queen, and, in a matter of ſuch 
- general importance, we can overlook the ana- 
chroniſm of two or three years, The true pro- 
phets generally died violent deaths; the falſe 
ones were careſſed by princes whom they flatter- 
ed. Our modern prophets lay wagers, and it is 
ſaid this reverend author has * conſiderably 
this way. . 


Tk Speeches of the Scots judges (except 
Lord HaiLEs's) will admit of a long, grave, 
. judicious criticiſm, and it is ungrateful not to 

give them that ample juſtice they gave to the 


Scots bookſellers. We will alſo endeavour to 
reſcue the works of the publiſher of theſe 


I from oblivion, 


Ss » T H E 


e 
Tak Speeches of the members of the Houſe 


of Commons, in Woodfall's and Horne's affair, 
have been publiſhed to the great entertainment 


of the people. They indeed convey an high idea 


of the wiſdom and eloquence of that honourable 
houſe; though the Quakers alledge, that the 


ancients frequently inveſted Wiſdom with the 


mantle of Silence. 


| IT is to be hoped, that the public will not be 


of opinion that the Edinburgh Review ſuperſedes 
the neceſſity of. the Scots Review. The gentle- 
men concerned in the former work have their 


hands fully employed in their own defence, 


"againſt numerous and enraged adverſaries. A 
Proteſtant martyr, long ago burnt to aſhes, and 
a Proteſtant ſermon with an ill choſen title, but 


with no bad meaning, (for it has no meaning at 


all,) have raiſed a fierce ſpirit of altercation, inſo- 
"much, that the Reviewers and their allies have gi- 
ven out that their” adverſaries are Jeſuits; that a 
-numerous corps of the diſbanded ſons of Loyola 
have been ſmuggled over into the northern parts 
of- Scotland; 'and have difperſed themſelves over 
various counties, in order to wound the Proteſ- 
tant religion through the ſides of the Reviewers. 
-It was reported yeſterday, that, on the credit of 
this aſſertion, ſixteen paſſengers have been taken 
into. cuſtody, on ſuſpicion of being Jeſuits ; a- 
mong whom were ſix Preſbyterian miniſters from 

the north, on their way to the General Aſſembly. 
"Theſe gentlemen have alſo taken it into their 


heads, that a poor innocent grammar contains in 
" 


l 1 


it che eſſence of blaſphemy, bawdy, infidelity, 


and every vice which can make a parent ſhudder 


with horror, and wet his couch with tears. 
Their adverfaries, in their turn, have called them 


poxed perſons, clap doctors, and Ruſſian bears; 


Nay, an eminent apothecary, after reading their | 


criticiſm on the ſermon, declared them inſane, 


and publiſhed a learned treatiſe propoſing to ef- 


fect their cure by making them conſtables, which 
is a new diſcovery in medicine. 


Bor not ta dwell longer on Cach a melancholy 
ſubject, when mea under the influence of anger 
and reſentment ſet up for critics, their criticiſms 
are little beiter than the ſenſe and eloquence of 
Billingſgate or Bedlam according tothe old adage, 
Anger is a ſhort madneſs ; though we fear Dr. 
HEexRrY is of opinion chat it is a Jong madneſs. 


Bes1DEs, Reviewers, though wit is none of their 
talents, and is a pernicious one to its owners, 
ovght to give us ſenſible, witty, original eflays, 
and ſuch as do not tend to promote irreligion 
and vice: inſtead of theſe they give us dull ſer- 
mons, founded in falſehood, and a defence of 
blaſphemy by one Sir Simeon Sink'em, the dull- 
eſt of all the dull pretenders to wit. The miſ- 


chief is, that this eflay, which has no beginning, 


and is not like to have an end, has made more 
ſober people curſe and blaſpheme, than any cir- 
cumſtance that has happened theſe ſeven years; 3 
for nothing is ſo provoking as a blockhead aim- 
ing at wit. | | 


* 


F FF oe & «a 7 


* 
„ 

Ws ſhall take no notice of their memoirs, &c. 
as we are - confident that they muſt henceforth 
join their forces with ours; and if they take this 
kind, we will employ them properly, and endca- 
vour to render them uſeful to the public. 


Wx now proceed to give the public a ſketch 


fixed to all new Reviews. 


2. . THE 


TH E 
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I. 7 intend to OR the public 4 conciſe 
VV account of the ſtate of learuing in 

Heede from the earlieſt tices 22 rebhel-⸗ 

lion in 1745. | e 


| * 
II. As we may fix the beginning of the rage 
of authorſhip, which prevails ſo much at prefear, 
at that period, we ſhall begin our Review with 
books publiſned ſince that time in order; but 
never come down to criticiſe any books that are 
not three years old. But in this plan we do not 
include pamphlets, ſongs, odes, and other fugi- 
tive pieces, which muſt be reviewed, as inſects 
and moths are hunted; Ou weeks ROT after 
ay Are W ; | 


60 
2 


In general, we an review all folios and 


quartos, after the firſt octavo editions: of tuck 
bs $601 20 fold oS; + 


1 *3*V 


B „ 5 ALL 


L 18 1 


8 ockavos ſhall be reviewed after the wirs 2 


edition i is publiſhed. 


- 


We include all infra octavos, claſſi cs except- 
ed, in the n. or claſs of * 
— ; ** 'S | 
Ir books 8 nt the good fortune to be ſold 


in the courſe of three ne they — * deems 
ed lawful ES 6 


T Wo. advantages of this plan agpear n 
at firſt aght: 


* 


In the firſt 3 we e vill be be not ſs 
to review authors, but the taſte and judgment 


of the public itſelf, with all. their variations and 
inconſiſtencies: for we are not of opinion that - 
they have been always right, either * * 
or _ 2 authors. 

In the ſecond 8 en att 
avoid all injuſtice both to authorsyand bookſet- 
lers, who-ſuffer ſo-frequently. by The malice and- 


Hatred of hireling Reviewers, If a:book has no. 


Fun in the ſpace of three years, nothing is ſo 


proper to ſet it a-running, as the whip well ap- 
plied. No ſermons nor books have ſold beiter 


than thoſe that have been burnt by the hands of 


the common hangman. It is plain from the 


practice of reviewing books wet from the preſs, 
that the reviewers have always confidered the 
public as infants or mtnors in taſte and learning, 
and do moſt AP aſſume the authority of 


FF fe | inſtruct- 


1 
;zoftrvAlng; informing, and directing them ig 


theſe matters; cramming nonſenſe down their 


throats, or with holding wholeſome food from 
them, juſt as the one or other happens to be ſold: 
by their friends or foes. Of this innumerable 


_ Inſtances oceur. Now we conſider the public as 


in'a ſtate of maturity, but not of: infallibility z: 
we ſhall therefore allow them to judge for them - 
ſelves, and only ſet them right when they hap- 


pen to go wrong, We ſhall not only review - 


but epitomize, and give extracts of books ac- 
cording to their merit; but we ſhall. generally. 
give ſhort compends, becauſe we know few mo- 
dern books but what will admit of conſiderable: 
abbreviation, without. in the leaſt injuring the 
ſenſe. For inſtance, an author publiſhes a large 
volume of ſcepticum ; now the ſole profeſſion of 
feeptics is, that they know only this truth, that 
they know nothing. However large ſuch a vo- 
lume may be, it cannot contain more than this 


ort axiom; and, of conſequence, the epitome 


of it may be given in three words-as-well as in a 
million, and we ſee no neceſſiiy of uſing ſuper- 


fiuous words. Dr. BeaTrTae's Eflay on Truth 


never informs us what truth is: the law phraſe, 
nil novit in cauſa, may contain the ſubſtance of 


this elaborate treatiſe, But as it-is, in- the judge 


ment of the public, the moſt perfect book of 


controverſy, we ſhall-give a-larger epitome of it, 


as of a book that contains the true ſpirit and. ge- 


nius of modern controverſy, in the politeſt lane 


guage. In hiſtory, we ſhall ſtrike a medium 


1 women the hiſtorians: of 2 ſactions, be- 


tween 


[ 20 1 
een Crna Macaulay: and Davin 
Hu u, for inſtance; becauſe the truth proba - 
bly lies between them. As they are both free 
perſons, and without the forbidden degrees of 
conſanguinity, we wiſh-that a matrimonial union 


could take place between them; as we are per- 
ſuaded that their ſon, inheriting both their pre · 


judices, would be the moſt- impartial hiſtorian: 


that ever did appear in the world. CaTHaRINE,. 
we muſt own; is no match for DA vip in hiſto- 


rical compoſition ;: but we imagine ſhe will, 
though the weaker and inferior veſſel, be at- 
leaſt his equal in ſome of the moſt ee 
ſcenes of — compoſition. $41 | 


Wes are * chat the modern · poetical field: 


is ſo barren; but we rejoice to think that the on · 
ly two living poets in the Engliſh language, whoſe. 
works are worth the reading, are Scotſmen. They 
are not, however, the moſt popular poets of 


this age, in which reſpect. 6 may be 5 


. amn F 19 


— 


£ d a 


contribute to render our age immoral and licen · 


tious, by criticiſing books of infidelity, and: 


bawdy ; books of this kind, ſhall be only menti- 


oned by their titles in the monthly catalogue of 


nonſenſical books, which are ſo numerous, that 
their titles, with commentaries no longer than 
the titles, will fill vp eight octavo pages monthly. 


TIB 


Lg V 


— 21 J 
Tais catalogue may be conſidered as the buri- 


al- place of dead authors, and the ſhort com- 


mentaries as the monumental inſcriptions. With 
what a.ſoft melancholy: feeling will it affect every 
ſenſible mind, to ſee the great and the vulgar, law- 


vers, phyſicians, divines, hiſtorians, and romance 
writers, who, when alive, dreamed of immortal 


youth and fame, ſleeping their eternal lumber, 
and mouldering to duſt— Vanity of vanities, all 
is vanity and vexation of ſpirit! e 4 


Wx will fabjoin an account of the works of 
ts learned abroad, and of the unlearned in * | 
land, to every number 'of the mann e 


8 Tus bockſellers kave inüiſted; that whenever 


any work in which they are concerned is quite 
deſpiſed by the publie, and lies as dead lumber 
in their ſhops, we ſhall, in all ſuch caſes, exert 
ourſelves to turn the attention of the public to- 
wards ſuch works, by giving them a ſevere flagel - 
lation. Our good nature renders us leſs quali- 
fied for ſuch a diſagreeable taſk, than other Re- 


viewers; but, our bookſellers inſiſt, that ſome 
books are, like old lechers, good for nothing, 


Without frequeat flagellation: ſuch, for inſtance, 
is a ſmall pamphlet, which the author, from 
paternat fondneſs, has dreſſed in boards and calf 
leather, to make it paſs for a real and genuine 
book, juſt as the great dreſs little maſter and 
miſs, when three years old, after the faſhion of 
people of twenty years of age, and upwards, 


This infant is an hermaphrodite by ſex, and is 


called, 


called, Letters, containing a Moon: of aan. pe 
Rural aum. 


| 


W author ſounded forth the praiſes of as 
pamphlet, in Me. Ruddiman's magazine, but to 
ſo liitle purpoſe, that the bookſeller, aud all his 
friends, adviſed him to give it a little life by 
flagellation; but ſuch was the ſtrength of fa- 
therly affetion, that he could not whip his 
child, and the blows be inflicted were full as gen- 
tle. as thoſe which Sancho gave himſelf in the. * 
Sierra Morena. _ The book(cller, who may be > 
conſidered as the man-midwitfe, inſiſts on being. 
indemnified; the author is in the deepeſt afflic- 
tion, but unable to adminiſter the cure; our em- 


* 0 
ployers, and common n call apon us to 
* the rot. a 4 


«* 


* 


REVIEW of LETTERS; 


* 
115 enen WHME 4 
£ A PLAN Hö A 1 for RunAL 
ACADEMIES. "ol : 


. | Te Ages of theſe letters was publiſhen 
| about two years ago, under the fignature 
; of PRILAN DER, in the Weekly Magazine. 


| PHML4NDER was attacked, and althopgh he 
5 called Solomon to his aid, was put to flight by a 

TY, country ſchoolmnafter, But if the late decifion 
of literary property had not ſtood in the way, 
PO we-are of opinian that Philander would have had 
a a good plea againſt P. B. for literary theft, which 
> is a crime that will be every day committed with 
ay impunity, in conſequence of the late decifion, 
bs It is but the other day that one R. D. ftole the 
22 beautiful ode to the Cuckoo, before the author's 
WE eyes, and after having disfigured it, as other 
1 thieves do ſtolen plate, he ſold it to Mr. Walter 
wad Ruddiman as his own ; but be having diſcovered 

oo; the theft, honeſtly publiſhed it to the world. 
nd The learned, cſpecially if adorned with the en- 
a Me» bens 
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. FO of religion, have x mighty influence” over the 
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vulgar ; their learned thefts will give riſe to other 
thefts, which may bring. many perſons to an un- 
timely end; and, as the former thefts may be 
now committed, without danger, there is no tel- 
ling how many may be hanged for following the 
example of the learned, and of their- ſpiritual 
paſtors. This, we apprehend to be the moſt 
dangerous evil of the decifion of literary pro- 
perty, and wonder how it eſcaped the ſagacity of 
the ſages of Paul's-Y ard, of Lord Ot OS 


* 


CarRARNR MacaurAx. 


8 4 ; ? — 


THERE is one idea, and that a very confuſed 
one, runs through the whole pamphiet, which is, 
that a ſmall village is a more proper place both for 
male and female education than a large city; and 


to prove this, he puffs and ſwells like the frog in 
the fable. In ſetting out, he talks much of a 


ſociety compoſed of heads without furniture. 


A few ſpecimens will ſhow with what lumber his 


upper tory is furniſhed. His ſecond argument, 
in favour of a town education; is as follows”: 
© Children, in cities, are immediately under the 
e eye of their parents, whoſe - paſſions are 


* powerful advocates for every method whereby 


c their fondneſs for their children may find the 
«© moſt conſtant exerciſe, and all that, as Bayes 
ſays in the Rehearſal, We offer a reward of half 
a crown, to any man who can tell us what idea 


theſe words contain, or whether this argument 


is for or againſt a city - education No parent ve 


ave met with can underſtand it. He: farther 
ſays, 


a @ al. .ocics acct i.c5 


5 1 25 3 35 
Fays, that the rector of a ſmall academy ugs 
to be a man of high accompliſhments, inferior 
indeed to ſuch as preſide in the education of 


 youtlvan cities, but of ſuperior uſefulneſs to his 


pupils, all which is clearly and diſtinctly expreſ- 


| fed. © Here is another ſpecimen of rhe ſame pre- 


eious ſtuff: Whether the public teaching and 


4 private tuition, in great towns, is calculated to 


«© form and mvigorate the pious principle in the 
flexible heart, is a matter of fact concerning 
* which the candid will judge impartially:“ 
Now, here is a queſtion which is ſuddenly chan- 
ped into a matter of fact; and, though we are 
not told what the matter of fact is, yet, we are 
aſſured of what no one would ſuſpect, viz. that 
the candid will judge impartially of it. The au- 
thor { peaks much of the good, the pious and re- 
ligious principle; but, as he never tells us in 
what this principle conſiſts, every natios, and 
every ſect, may interpret it of their own preju- 
Uices and ſyſtems of faith, But, though this 
writer does not define this good principle, or 
truth, or many other cant words, yet, he has an 
excellent clear head for a definition, as appears 
from his definition of a ſyſtem. A ſyſtem,” 

ſays he, is no more than the reſult of the re- 
* flections, and reiterated experience of the 
te greateſt men in different ages; which defini- 


ĩion he illuſtrates, by giving us two ſhort ſyſtems; 


the firſt is. Know thyſeiß, and the ſecond is, 
Reverence thyſelf, which two ſayings we always 
miſtook for Wo ſhort maxims of morality,— 
Speaking of the progreſs of his pupil, Every 
C 8 day, * 


K 6 -. 
A day.“ ſays he, © will add new ideas and im- 
< preſſions upon the ſubject of religion, and of 
* enlarging; the views already given of moral 
% and divine truth.“ It will, perhaps, require 
all the high accompliſhments of his tutor, and 
even the fuperior underſtanding of a city profeſ- 
ſor, to make ſenſe or grammar of this ſentence. 
This author has enriched our language with 
ſeveral new words; one is, a City-macaroni- 
youth ; another is, quelques choſes. Every critic, 
ia our ancient cuſtom and language, has read of 
weapon - ſnaws and kick - ſnaws, and knows exact- 
Jy the difference between them; but, this great 
critic in the French language tells us, oa the au- 
thority of Dr. Johnſon's dictionary, that Kick 
ſhavs ene _ ſome things. 


Ir is curious t0 $4 how chi 0 au» 
thor couples the ſciences together, like ſo many 


lin ill-paired hounds. - He lays i it down as a maxim, 


that a moderate genius in mathematics ought to 


be carefully cultivated ; but that an aptitude 


of genius, to penetrate into the deepeſt myſ- 


teries, ought to be checked. Is this the me- 


thod to attain perfection in any ſcience, or 
would any profeſſed enemy of learning have laid 
down a maxim ſo favourable to ignorance. He 
farther ſays, that aſtronomy is neceflary to make 
the ladies ſtudy hiſtory to advantage. Did Taci-. 
tus, the beſt of all hiſtorians, or did Livy, this 
author's favourite, underſtand aſtronomy, or the 


Copernican ſyſtem ? and is this knowledge really 


neceſſary to the _ of Ho ME and of Ro- 
BERTSON ? | | 
Ws . 


WWW 


„ 


Wiꝛ᷑ can never underſtand chat ſecret, myſteri- 
ous, pious principle, on which this author's plan 


is founded. He ſeems to mean by it, an impli - 
cit faith in the various inventions of prieſtcraft, 
none of which, we believe, ever tended to pro- 


mote true virtue either in man or woman, but, 


on the contrary, have a natural tendency to 
weaken and deprave it. The author makes fre- 
quent declamations againſt the diſſipation, wic- 
kedneſs, vice, and folly of this generation. 
This is a hackneyed popular topic, uſed by old 
men and old women, in their admonitions to 


youth, who ſeldom believe them. But, it we 


will judge impartially from hiſtory, there is not: 


a period, in our annals, in which there has been 


more public and private virtue in our nation, 
than from the beginning of Sir Robert Walpole's- 
miniſtry down. to this hour, though indeed theſe 


cold eaſterly winds, and rain, may produce & 
very great change. The author may have very * 
good reaſons of complaint againſt the great mi- 
niſter juſt mentioned, which we are unacquaint- 
ed with. He has alſo frequent complaints of the 


fcepticiſm of this age, and, in the ſame breath, 
calls it a diffipated, giddy, unthinking age, both 


of whick are not very probably true, But, to 


fpeak in this author's on language, Whether 
mankind have, in all ages, believed too much or 


too little, is a matter of fact, concerning which 


the candid will judge impartially. Sorry is our 
author to think of the detriment occaſioned to 


ſcience, to agriculture, and the uſeful arts, by 
t the learned 


the common n a 


% 


languages. 


= AAS 


t 1 


languages, Our farmers read Homer * Ariſ- 


rotle, and it is no uncommon. thing to hear our 
ſhoemakers and weavers ſinging the odes of Ho; 


race. Our author has obliged the world with a | 


very important diſcovery, long hid from ages, 


viz. That all men are bound, and muſt pay their 
debts, either in this worid, or the next; fo that 


it is a vulgar error to call death the laſt debt, to 
the grief of many a Fo man. | 


Mary b of wings ſrl have 8 it 

2 groſs ſoleciſm, in the general education of 
Europe, to confine boys ſeven or eight years at 
ſchool, learning dead languages: This gentle- 
man, however, extends this part of education 
to the term of ten years, for the benefit of the 
tutors of his academy, . fomewhat like thoſe ge- 
nerals who artfully: 3 war to . p46 
eee pl bale y 


On * ticks very jadicioplly appointed a 


2 ſchookmaſters in every pariſh in Scotland, 


' who are a moſt uſeful body of men; but againft 
this'order'of men our author has conceived the 
moſt inveterate prejudices, and wants to transfer 
the education of youth from them to the clergy. 
It is not to be ſuppoſed that this venerable body 
will undertake ſuch an arduous/taſk without an 
adequate reward. Senſible of this, and unable 
to raiſe any carthly funds, our author: promiſes 
rhem the reverſion of a great ſalary in heaven. 
But if we ha + of the _ by the vow 


Lay 


they would attain their rewards even in this lifes 
by cheriſhing ſuch good and pious principles in 
their pupils, as would repoſſeſs that order of all 
the immenſe. wealth ſo unjuſtly wreſted from 
their predeceſſors by the wicked laity at the Re- 


. formation, 'To promote this -pious defign, the 


author makes a long and pathetic ſermon to the 
great, to induce them to mortify their eſtates in 
endowing rural academies, under the inſpection 
of the clergy, to the prejudice of their children, 
their relations, and the public. And if join- 


' tured ladies would mortify their ſpare money to 


female academies, the deſign would be complete. 


Our author laments, that the good and pious ' 


example of the King has had no effect on the 


lives and converſations of his ſubjects. He pro- 
poſes it as a moral or political problem, but 


leaves it to his boys and their tutors to diſcuſs it, 
which may be ſoon done by denying the fact. 
Our author has inſerted two or three pathetic 
perorations, to ſhow his ſkill in epiſtolary wri- 
ting : theſe ſeem -to be the tail-pieces of ſome 
ſing- ſong ſermons. It is needleſs to dwell longer 
on the devout dreams and pompous nonſenſe in 


this pamphlet: we would adviſe the author to 


confine himſelf to his proper ſphere : ſimplicity 
and neatneſs of ſtyle need not, in that caſe, be 
recommended to him, as his turgid expreſſions, 
however harſh to a claſſical ear, are perhaps the 
moſt proper to a country congregation, eſpeci- 


ally when they convey no exach meaning: for if 


17 one, after reading bel e ſhould aſk, 


(and 


L 3 


ho is he that 


4 


lo), 


- 


is 
Ye Je P. 


* 


thout knowledge & 


ch great truth, It 


your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


- 


© 


do 
W 


, by words w 


rel 


his author may anſwer 


and it is very natural to 


8 


darkeneth cou 
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